March 3, 2015
Dear Editor 
Slovenian Veterinary Research
We wish to submit a manuscript entitled “The incidence and antimicrobial susceptibility of Salmonella species isolated from captive reptiles at Ljubljana Zoo” for consideration for publication in the Slovenian Veterinary Research
In this manuscript we report the incidence and antimicrobial susceptibility of salmonellae in clinically healthy reptiles kept in a zoo.  We believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication because it demonstrates a high prevalence of Salmonella serovars, known as causative agents of human salmonellosis, in reptiles frequently handled by zoo visitors. Information like this could be useful to know the potential zoonotic risk in educational programs and rescue centres that provide opportunities to visitors for direct contact with reptiles. In this study we make use of matrix-assisted laser desorption ionization time-of-flight mass spectrometry technology that allowed accurate identification of Salmonella species. 
All authors have contributed sufficiently to the manuscript to be included as authors, and all those who are qualified to be authors are listed in the author byline. Author Silvia Barazorda Romero designed the study, collected and analyzed samples, composed the manuscript. Author Zdeněk Knotek directed the implementation of the study, helped conduct the literature review and critically reviewed the manuscript. Author Pavel Kvapil collected samples, supervised the field activities and helped conduct the literature review. Author Alois Čížek supervised the field activities, interpreted the results, prepare the Methods section of the text.
All authors have seen and agree with the contents of the manuscript and there are no any potential sources of conflict of interest.  We confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere.
Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. 
Sincerely,
Silvia Barazorda Romero, silviabr@seznam.cz  
Avian and Exotic Animal Clinic, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Veterinary and Pharmaceutical Sciences Brno, Palackého tr.1/3, 612 42 Brno, Czech Republic. 
