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Editor-in-Chief

Slovenian Veterinary Research
Dear Dr Gregor Majdanič:

We wish to submit our manuscript " Control and eradication of porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome in the Western Balkan region: challenges and prospects " for consideration for publication as an Original Research Report in Slovenian Veterinary Research
Porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome (PRRS) is nowadays economically most important pig disease. Thirty years after the first outbreak in Southern US states scientific community still didn’t find efficient way how to control it. This paper analyse PRRS situation in western Balkan states, present knowledge, existing control measures and problems that arise. A phylogenetic MJ networks was conduct from PRRSV sequences deposited in GenBank for the purpose of study to evaluate origin of infections. We also attempt to correlate possible trading routes and with virus phylogeny to evaluate possible perspective for decrease risk of new introductions. Our paper should help guide future veterinary authorities into planning the possible steps for better understanding and combating PRRS in their country.
None of the authors report any actual or potential conflicts of interest that could inappropriately influence, or be perceived to influence, their work. This includes any financial, personal or other relationships with people or organizations within three years of beginning the submitted work. 
Contribution:

Dinko Novosel – 60% - writing, trade routes analysis, MJ networks calculation, evaluate Croatian data, revision

Tamaš Petrović – 20% - revision, evaluate Serbian data

Žaklin Acinger-Rogić - revision, evaluate Croatian data

Marina Štukelj - revision, evaluate Slovenian data
The corresponding author is Dinko Novosel, Croatian Veterinary Institute, Pathology department, Savska cesta 143, 10000, Zagreb, Croatia. Email: dinko.novosel@gmail.com Phone: +385 91 5179431 
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